
Independent Expert Review Group 

Teleconference  

14 October 2011 - 16:30-17:30 Geneva time 

Present:  iERG: Carmen Barroso, Zulfiqar Bhutta, Richard Horton, Marleen Temmerman, Miriam 

Were 

WHO: Marie-Paule Kieny, Ramesh Shademani  

Absent: Joy Phumaphi, Dean Jamison  

Mrs Phumapi and Professor Jaimson could not be connected to the teleconference. Secretariat will 

find better options for tele- or video conferencing.    

Dr Horton chaired the call. Discussions followed the order of the proposed agenda. 

Introduction 

Members introduced themselves.  Every member is kindly requested to send a bio and a high 

resolution photo to the secretariat for web publishing. 

Terms of Reference  

Following are highlights of the discussions on ToR: 

• iERG will perform oversight not only for the commission recommendations, but also for the 

Global Strategy.  

• At the minimum reporting will be done on the 11 indicators. 

• Authors of the annual Report are the iERG members. As such, it is not a UN report and does 

not have to be translated into the other 5 UN languages.  

• Rather than commissioning a writer, Richard Horton proposed himself as the writer of the 

report.  Members had no objection.  

• A final signed off version of the Report has to be submitted to the Secretariat by 1 August 

2012 (the latest) for publishing and printing for third week of September 2012.   

• In response to whether this group will be commissioning work, it was clarified that only work 

that supports the oversight function of the group would be commissioned, such as 

developing monitoring frameworks. 

• Members highlighted the essentiality of engaging with civil society to succeed in the process.  

• Participation and transparency were underpinned as two main principles guiding the group in 

the next four years.  WHO will be hosting a website for iERG which will allow for public 

consultation and sharing of information, such as the minutes of meetings.  

• Stakeholder consultation will be done through web or through face to face meeting.  



• Members were encouraged to speak to this work at the events they will be participating 

throughout the year. A calendar of critical events is being prepared by the secretariat. 

Members are kindly requested to send any event that should be on the critical calendar of 

events to the Secretariat for inclusion on the calendar. 

• A possible stakeholder meeting at the time of the WHA in Geneva.  

Preliminary discussion of the co-chairs 

Co-chairs took advantage of Mrs Phumaphi’s presence in Geneva to meet and discuss preliminary 

method of work. The Secretariat has circulated the minutes of this meeting. In regards to the Report 

writing process, the first draft should be ready by mid-June (following the consultation at the time of 

WHA).  

Concerning function 1*, members discussed the need to be clear about the exact requirements from 

PMNCH for this work, including the necessity of collecting the evidence for the assessment. It was 

requested to invite Carole Presern, head of PMNCH, to the next call to verify PMNCH's capacity to 

undertake this work.  (To be noted that Carole will be attending the Ottawa meeting and may be 

invited to meet the group in Ottawa).  

Whether all the Commission recommendations needed to be monitored every year was discussed in 

some length.  Some felt monitoring all the recommendations annually is an enormous undertaking, 

while some argued that the expectation to do so was there.   It was also underlined that monitoring 

of some recommendations is time sensitive and those have to be identified rather sooner than later.  

Given this, therefore, it is important to focus on actions that the iERG thinks need to be done in 

terms of the right process and policies in the right places.  Group decided to discuss this in depth in 

Ottawa.  

Secretariat will draft the agenda for the Ottawa meeting.  The agenda will include a discussion of 

draft template (outline) of Report and identification of potential early elements to be monitored.  

Frequency of calls and next ones  

Group opted for monthly calls for the time being. As some members were not present at the end of 

the call, date of next call remained to be coordinated by the Secretariat.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

* function 1- Assess the extent to which all stakeholders honour their commitments to the Global 

Strategy and the Commission; including the US$ 40 billion of commitments made in September 

2010. 

 


