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Independent Expert Review Group (iERG) 
 

Teleconference 

 

9 January 2011 - 17:00 - 18:30 Geneva time   
 
 
Present: Richard Horton, Carmen Barroso, Zulfiqar Bhutta (partly), Marleen Temmerman (partly), 

Miriam Were, Joy Phumaphi, Dean Jamison 
 
Secretariat: Marie-Paule Kieny, Ramesh Shademani, Natasha Shapovalova 
 
Dr Horton chaired the call. Discussions followed the order of the proposed agenda. 

 
 
Update from the WHO Secretariat 
 

Data collection and information gathering: the Secretariat is currently working on a concept note 
on data collection and information gathering for oversight and monitoring. The purpose of this 
document will be to assist the iERG members in selecting the best framework and tool for 
data/information collection to enable them to carry out their key functions. The concept note will 
be shared shortly with the iERG for their consideration and review. 
 
Regional involvement: on the occasion of the Executive Board meeting, WHO Assistant Director 
Generals (ADGs), including Dr Marie-Paule Kieny, and the iERG Secretariat will meet with the 
WHO Regional Directors (and their appointed focal points). The meeting will take place on 18 
January 2012 and aims to discuss how the WHO regional and country offices might provide 
technical support to the work of implementing the Commission's Recommendations including the 
work of the iERG.  

  

The iERG consultation with stakeholders: the Secretariat is drafting an agenda for the iERG 
consultation with partners scheduled on the afternoon of 24 May 2012. A conference room for the 
event has been booked at the World Council of Churches which is within the walking distance 
from WHO.  

 
Website: the Secretariat is finalizing the content of the WHO website on the accountability issues 
related to women's and children's health. The title of the website will be Every Woman Every 
Child - Global Oversight Platform and the site will be visually linked to the Every Woman Every 
Child branding concept. It will have special sections for all 10 recommendations, including one for 
the iERG and separate pages for each of the 75 countries listed in the post-commission Strategic 
Workplan. 
 
At the iERG web space each of the iERG members will have their own web page. With technical 
support from the iERG secretariat, members will be able to populate their pages. A soft launch of 
the website is planned for the end of January 2012. 
 
Information support:  
 
The Secretariat prepared slides for Joy Phumpahi to inform her discussion with Commissioner 
Gawanas of the African Union on 5 January 2012.  
 
Minutes of the last teleconference were posted on the Every Woman Every Child website and are 
available at the iERG News section. In addition to that, this news item was circulated through the 
usual information networks of EveryWomanEveryChild, PMNCH, HMN, etc. 
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Update from Joy Phumaphi  

 

(1) Meeting with Commissioner Bience Philomina Gawanas, African Union Commissioner for 
Social Affiars, and Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Ethiopia's Health Minister  

 
Ms Joy Phumaphi informed the iERG of the outcomes of her meeting with Commissioner 
Gawanas and Minister Tedros. 
 
The Commissioner believes that the iERG progress review work should be based on the country 
context and priorities. She warned against encouraging new initiatives but rather building on 
already existing ones. Some of these initiatives include: the Commission on Accelerated 
Reduction of Maternal Mortality in Africa dubbed (CARMA); the Maputo Plan of Action on Sexual 
and Reproductive Health and Rights; and the African Charter on statistics, which provides a 
framework for statistical development and harmonization in Africa. The Commissioner pointed out 
that the iERG should encourage harmonization between the UN Global Strategy commitments 
and global health commitments made at the continent level, in particular under the framework of 
the African Alliance. The Commissioner highly appreciated the joint WHO-iERG efforts in creating 
a common database for accountability issues related to women's and children's health.  
 
Dr Tedros raised the issue of country ownership. There are two major questions that should be 
considered in this connection. First, it is important to link commitments of the countries and 
donors that the iERG will be tracking with the idea of country ownership and leadership in 
defining priorities for action. There have been a number of recent examples where the donors 
tried to impose priorities on the countries by allocating resources for the action areas different 
from the priorities indicated in the national action plans. While reviewing the implementation of the 
recommendations, the iERG should monitor whether the countries lead the process.  
 
Second, there is a need to identify other areas of country ownership, mainly from a political 
perspective. For example, depending on the political structure of the countries, Ministries of 
Health may or may not have a political authority to be able to ensure their governments are 
accountable for improving health standards for women and children stated by the UN Global 
Strategy and the Accountability Commission's recommendations.  
 
The iERG took note of the expectations and concerns expressed by the African leaders. There 
was a common agreement that the issue of country ownership in defining priorities and modalities 
of aid should be addressed in the report. In this way, the iERG could serve as a constructive 
intermediary between the countries and the donor community.   
 

(2) Decade of Vaccines 
 
The Leadership Council of the Decade of Vaccines Collaboration will hold a meeting before the 
end of January to discuss indicators to monitor progress on immunization. Joy Phumaphi will be 
following the discussion and will inform the group of the outcomes.  

 

 
Engagement of the iERG with the stakeholders:  
 
There've been a number of recent requests from different entities inviting the iERG to participate 
in the implementation of their activities. The iERG agreed that in order to avoid any potential 
conflict of interest and to preserve their independent nature, the group as a whole and its 
individual members will adhere to functions described in their Terms of Reference. Meanwhile, 
the iERG will keep on communicating with the stakeholders that committed to provide data for the 
iERG progress review.  
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The Chair commended the PMNCH on their efforts in disseminating and amplifying the iERG's 
messages. The Chair will follow up with the PMNCH on the progress of the commissioned work.  
 
The Chair was approached by Ann Star, representing one of the Countdown to 2015 working 
groups. Countdown will launch its 2012 report in October in Quebec, but will try to align their 
schedule with that of the iERG’s report and release a shorter version with 11 indicators by June 
2012 to inform the iERG review work. 
 
The iERG will also intensify their contacts with the UN Secretary General office. The Chair will 
send a separate letter to Dr Robert Orr, Assistant Secretary-General for Strategic Planning and 
Policy Coordination, inviting his team to provide information on the implementation of the UN 
Global Strategy to complement the variety of materials reviewed by the iERG. 
 
The iERG still lacks information on the UN Commission on Commodities. The list of the 
commissioners has not been yet made available. The Group would welcome the report from the 
Commission by April 2012. 
 
The HMN's proposal addressed to the Chair to modify the Progress Tracking Tool (PTT) to fit the 
iERG review purposes will be circulated among the group members for their consideration. The 
iERG members noted that this proposal is just one in a series of possible options that they will 
have to consider while developing their own progress tracking tool. The concept note prepared by 
the Secretariat will provide more information on a menu of options.   
 
With regard to Recommendations 5 and 9, Dean Jamison will draft letters to the OECD and to 
David Evans, and Carissa Etienne  of WHO concerning data on country compacts.  
 
 
Human Rights Council group on maternal mortality  

 

Carmen Barroso will get more information on the work and plans of the group and update the 
iERG during the next call.  

 
Calendar of Critical events 
 
(1) Global Health, Gender and Human Rights conference, Washington DC, 21-22 March 2012: 
The Chair was invited by the Regional Office for the Americas of the World Health Organization 
(PAHO/WHO) to attend a conference on Global Health, Gender and Human Rights arranged by 
PAHO/WHO, in collaboration with American University/Washington College of Law on 21 and 22 
March 2012.  
 
The meeting will be attended by Dr. Mirta Roses, PAHO/WHO Director and Mr. Anand Grover, 
Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health at The United Nations Human Right Council. The event 
will comprise six round tables, including one on Youth and adolescent health with special focus 
on maternal mortality and morbidity. The Chair was invited to participate in a panel on 22 March 
and lead the working group on maternal mortality the same day.  
 
Due to previous arrangement, the Chair will not be able to attend the event and delegated this 
function to Carmen Barroso that will participate in the event on his behalf.  
 
(2) Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW - UN Women/ECOSOC), 27 
Feb - 9 March 2012: the iERG agreed that participation in a high panel could provide better 
opportunities to engage with the UN Women constituency and raise visibility of the iERG's 
mandate.  
The event will be attended either by the Chair or Carmen Barroso. The Secretariat is working with 
the WHO office in New York to arrange the iERG’s participation in the event.  
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(3) WHA, 21-26 May 2012 and the iERG consultation with stakeholders: the consultation will take 
place on the afternoon of 24 May during the WHA period.  
 
The iERG members will meet to review submitted work on 25-26 May. Dr Paul Hunt is invited as 
a technical adviser to this meeting. 
 
(4) iERG face-to-face meeting - XIX International AIDS Conference in Washington DC, 22-27 July 
2012: the iERG members will confirm to the Secretariat their travel plans.  
 
(5) Next TC: 10 February at 5 pm Geneva time.  

 

 

 

 


